
COBB-MARIETTA RETIRED EDUCATORS 

Minutes 

October 12, 2017 

Marietta First UMC 

 

President Kitty Smith called the meeting to order at 11:35.  She welcomed everyone 

to the meeting and led us in the pledge to the flag.  She introduced the head table 

which included Dr. Buster Evans, Executive Director of Teachers Retirement 

System, Alice Rafferty from TRS, Brenda Degioanni and Danya Parker from the 

Cobb Homeless Education Program.  October birthdays were recognized.  New 

members and visitors were welcomed.   

Brenda Degioanni and Danya Parker spoke to us about their work with the Cobb 

Homeless Education Program.  Gift cards in the amount of $915.00 were donated by 

our members for the homeless students of Cobb County.  

  

Our first timers were recognized and welcomed to the meeting.  Connie Kone led 

our inspiration on “Gratitude”.  Connie also led us in prayer. 

The minutes of the September meeting had been sent out by our secretary, Linda 

McPherson.  The minutes were approved. 

The treasurer’s report prepared by treasurer, Beverly Shumake, was read and 

approved. General fund balance is $4,272.49.  Money market account balance is 

$25,747.51.  Ruby Sewell Wright Scholarship balance is $32,085.40.  Fanny B. and 

Charlotte McClure Scholarship balance is $167,874.13. 

For the Legislative Update Lester Dean reported that nothing much is going on 

right now with the legislature. 

Debby Overstreet reported that we now have two Spotlight Ads, and we need ten 

more ads. 

Susan Crooks reported that the deadline for CMREA Scholarship applications is 

October 20. 

All those in attendance were encouraged to make monetary donations to the 

Shriners’ Hospital for Children.  Donations should be placed in the containers on 

each table. 

Lunch was served. 

President Kitty Smith announced that the Cobb and Marietta Teachers of the Year 

will be at our December meeting.  She reminded everyone to bring items for the 

Silent Auction. 

Joe Boland brought out his Brag Jar.  All of these donations are for our scholarship 

fund. 

President Smith reminded everyone to fill out their volunteer hours on the Hours 

for Others slips that were placed on the tables. 

Connie Kone introduced our speaker, Dr. Buster Evans, who is the Executive 

Director for Teachers Retirement System.  Dr. Evans thanked all educators for 

being a part of the noble teaching profession.  He presented many valuable and 

interesting facts about our retirement system which is one of the very best in the 

country.  TRS was founded in 1943 under Governor Ellis Arnall.  We currently 

have $73 billion in TRS.  We need to actively thank our legislators for their support 



of our retirement system.  We need to let them know that it makes a difference in 

our profession so that we can recruit and retain good teachers for the students of 

Georgia.  We need to always keep an eye on the legislature and tell them to leave our 

TRS alone.  There are some legislators who are opposed to this retirement system 

and want to make changes so we must stay alert on this matter. 

 

President Kitty Smith made some announcements.  Hollydale Elementary School 

will hold their 50th Anniversary Celebration on November 4.  President Smith has 

received acknowledgements and thank you notes from the Shriners, Calvary 

Children’s Home, Bells Ferry Elementary and Jesse Hunter for the Ferst 

Foundation for donations from our members. 

 

Our next meeting is on November 16.  Myrtice Johnson, GREA State President, will 

be our speaker.  November is Retired Educator Month so be sure to take treats to 

the school of your choice to honor the teachers and to make them aware of our 

organization. 

 

Door prizes were distributed.  Liz Bouis gave the answers for the trivia game.  

Prizes were awarded.  Nelle Purvis reminded everyone to let her know about any 

members who should receive cards from the Sunshine Committee. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:25. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Carolyn Wilson 

 (In the absence of Linda McPherson, secretary of CMREA) 


